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TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 139583 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, KS, KN, US 

SUBJECT:REPATRIATION OF NORTH KOREAN FISHERMEN 
REF: (A) STATE 138207 (B) SEOUL 4629 

1 . ON JUNE 1 . DEPT INFORMED KOREAN EMBASSY POLITICAL 
OFFICER SHIN OF US VIEW THAT NORTH KOREAN FISHERMEN SHOULD 
BE REPATRIATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ENCOURAGE CONTINUA- 
TION OF PRACTICE OF PROMPT RETURN OF PERSONS WHO 
INADVERTENTLY CROSS MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE. 

2. SHIN SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD USG POSITION AND WOULD 
INFORM SEOUL OF OUR VIEWS. HE ASKED IF WE FELT THAT THE 
MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION SHOULD BE THE VEHICLE FOR 
EFFECTING RETURN OF THE FISHERMEN. DEPT OFFICER SAID WE 
HAD NO PARTICULAR VIEWS ON NATURE OF RETURN, AND WE THINK 
THIS CAN BE WORKED OUT IN SEOUL. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. AS ALTERNATIVE TO HANDLING ISSUE EXCLUSIVELY IN MAC 
CHANNEL, EMBASSY MAY WISH TO CONSIDER SUGGESTING TO ROKG 
THAT FISHERMEN BE RETURNED UNDER RED CROSS AUSPICES. 

SUCH A HUMANITARIAN GESTURE COULD HELP REOPEN THAT CHANNEL 
OF SOUTH-NORTH COMMUNICATION AND FACILITATE RESOLUTION 
OF DILEMMA CAUSED BY INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF "SPY BOAT” 
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SINKING. 

4. FYI: WE RECALL THAT CONSIDERABLE BUREAUCRATIC 
INFIGHTING BETWEEN ROK RED CROSS AND POLICE OR KCIA 
ATTENDED REPATRIATION OF LAST ROK FISHING BOAT CAPTURED 
BY NORTH. RED CROSS WAS EVENTUALLY PUSHED OUT OF PICTURE. 

END FYI. 

VANCE 
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